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Abstract —Pioneer in Breast Cancer Screening - experience of KWH

by Dr Eliza FUNG, Specialist in Radiology, Kwong Wah Hospital

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals ( TWGH ) launched the mammogram screening service in the two
Well Women Clinics in 1993. The one on Hong Kong side is Tung Wah Eastern Hospital while the
one on Kowloon side is Kwong Wah Hospital. The screening program is well accepted by the
women in Hong Kong. The annual attendance of mammogram in TWGH gradually increase from
3163 in 1993 to 18781 in 2011. All the women come for screening are asymptomatic and so far
we have detected 1068 breast cancers. The crude cancer detection rate is 5.2 per 1000 which is
well within the international recommendation. We are not just aiming at breast cancer
detection but to detect them when they are small and at early stage. Among the detected 1068
breast cancer cases, 81.5% are at stage 0 or 1 and 52.6% are minimal cancers. These figures are
well above the international recommendation of > 50% and > 30% respectively.

Public may concern about the false positive results causing additional imaging and anxiety to
the women. The overall recall rate of our screening program is 8.8% which fall within the
international standard of < 10%. The positive predictive value based on abnormal screening is
5.8% which is also up to the international recommendation of 5-10%.

The success of our screening program is the combined contributions of experienced breast
radiologists, breast surgeons, pathologists, radiographers and nurses. We have weekly
multidisciplinary mammogram meeting to discuss the abnormal mammograms, biopsy results,
operative findings and pathology. This provides a great opportunity for knowledge sharing and
direct feedback on the service provided.

Apart from the strong team members, with the support from Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, our
centers is able to equip with the "state of art" technology such as Digital Mammography, Breast
Tomosynthesis and Computer Aid



Detection Program.

There is also continuous improvement and upgrade of our service throughout the years. The
transformation to electronic mammogram reporting is an excellent mean of continuous data
collection which is useful for audit and data analysis.

The establishment of public private interface enable the patient's mammogram films and
reports accessible by both private and public doctors through the " Electronic Patient Record"
computer system run by Hospital Authority. When the women are referred out for further
management, this is very useful for a continuous and patient-centered care.
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